




















637 public 
library outlets 

that include main 
libraries, branches, and 

bookmobiles. 

Public Libraries in 
Pennsylvania welcomed 

over 25 million visitors 
through their doors in 2023. 

Libraries provided access to a variety of 
materials including print materials, electronic 
materials, music, movies, tools, and more. 

 public internet 
computer 
sessions occured 
across the state. 

Across the state, there were 
206,749 in-person programs offered. 
Programs were geared towards children, young 
adults, adults, and intergenerational audiences. 

Total attendance at these programs came to 3.7 million. 

Pennsylvania Public Library Data (2023) 

This is 3× the number of visits to PA’s national 
parks according to Pennsylvania’s National Park 

Service Visistor Use Statistics. 

Pennsylvania 
has 

Pennsylvanians accessed 
over 69 million 
library items

Over 
2 million

Office of Commonwealth Libraries



POWER Library provides access to a shared collection of online resources that impacts patrons of all 
ages. Schools and public libraries count on the POWER Library portal to provide a base of 
subscription resources accessible from anywhere. The annual value for each school is $56,515 and for 
each public library $73,366.  These resources, in addition to a staffed “Chat with a Librarian” service 
are used extensively for education, workforce development, health, and other information needs.  

Youth and Family Engagement Programs
LSTA funding supported a program to grant Story Walks to local libraries.  

The PA One Book Program helps to promote literacy in early childhood by providing thematic 
activities and books to early childhood programs and libraries to share with the youngest learners.

The Collaborative Summer Reading Program materials are provided to all Pennsylvania public libraries 
to support local programs.  Staff support provides guidance in developing excellent and replicable 
programs.

Teen Reading Lounge supports literacy-based programs that encourage critical thinking, civic 
involvement, and discussion of ideas.

Foundation for the Development of Libraries and Librarians
Office of Commonwealth Libraries uses funds from the Grants to States Program to support 
technical assistance, collaboration, and continuing education for library staff.

Connecting Libraries to Build Capacity and Save Costs
PaILS hosts a statewide library catalog and checkout software platform that provide access to library 
collections across the Commonwealth and supports a robust community of librarians dedicated to 
improving services to their communities. 

POWER Library has a shared catalog (Access PA) to facilitate Interlibrary Loan.

PA Forward supports engaging statewide partners to build a variety of literacies in all ages.

Training for Library Staff
Federal funds support innovative training programs like the PA Academy of Leadership Studies, 
Leadership Development for School Librarians, and Professional Development Mini-Grants awarded 
to Libraries. These and other trainings on the PA Library Staff Academy prepare librarians to better 
assist users of all ages and interests and take on leadership roles in our strong libraries in the future. 

Through the Grants to States Program of the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services, the Office 
of Commonwealth Libraries deploys federal funds 
to support 19 Staff positions for the State Library of 
Pennsylvania  and the Bureau of Library 
Development, grants to support statewide services 
and local libraries, project costs, and administrative 
costs. This $5.9 Million in federal funds is matched 
by state and local investments. This funding is 
essential to support Pennsylvanians and the libraries 
that serve them.

Library Service Supports Pennsylvanians

Digital Resources / Online Databases

$3,100,000

$2,000,000

$550,000

$150,000

OCL Personnel

Grants 
(statewide & local) 

Non-Grant Projects and Purchases

OCL Operations
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